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Logline

J o e y  ( 1 5 )  n e e d s  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  p u l l  o u t  o f 

t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r,  o r  s t a y 

w i t h  h e r  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  h i s  o w n  h a p p i n e s s .  A  t r u e 

s t o r y ,  t o l d  a n d  a c t e d  b y  t h e  b o y  w h o  l i v e d  i t .
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Synopsis

A f t e r  h a v i n g  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a u n t  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  J o e y  ( Y f e n d o  v a n  P r a a g )  a n d  h i s 

y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  m o v e  b a c k  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  m o t h e r  ( R o m a n a  V r e d e )  t o  t h e i r  g r e a t  d e l i g h t .  A t  f i r s t 

e v e r y t h i n g  g o e s  w e l l :  t h e  h o u s e  i s  t i d y ,  t h e  f r i d g e  i s  f i l l e d ,  D a p h n e  h a s  a  j o b  a n d  J o e y  f i n d s  h i s 

p l a c e  i n  a  d a n c e  g r o u p .  I t  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a  b e a u t i f u l  s u m m e r.  B u t  t h e  f a m i l y  j o y  s o o n  c o m e s  u n d e r 

p r e s s u r e  w h e n  D a p h n e  f a l l s  b a c k  i n t o  h e r  o l d  p a t t e r n s .  J o e y  d o e s  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  k e e p  c h i l d  s e r v i c e s 

o u t ,  b u t  h o w  l o n g  c a n  h e  k e e p  u p  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r,  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  h i s  o w n 

h a p p i n e s s ?  I  D o n ’ t  Wa n n a  D a n c e  i s  a  t r u e  s t o r y ,  t o l d  a n d  a c t e d  b y  t h e  b o y  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  h i m s e l f .

B A C K  T O  I N D E X



Project Details

Release  1 0 T H  O F  J U N E  2 0 2 1

Length  8 9  M I N U T E S

Genre  D R A M A

Rated  4GT

Languagee  D U T C H

Distributor  G U S T O  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

B A C K  T O  I N D E X



Cast

J O E Y  Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G

D A P H N E  R O M A N A  V R E D E

R OY D A N I Ë L  K O L F

R I C A R D O  E L I YA H  D E  R A N D A M I E 

R O X A N C H A R D O N N AY  V E R M E E R

J U L I A N  S E A N  W I L L I A M  B O G A E R S

A U N T  R I T A  A I S A  W I N T E R

U N C L E  K E N N E T H  B E N J A M I N  V L I J T

C A R M E N T R I N I T Y  J A D E  O ’ B R I E N

F R O U W K J E  L I L I T H  V E R M E U L E N

M I C H A E L  M I K E  R E U S

G E N A G E N A S A R I O  K O O R N D I J K

B A C K  T O  I N D E X



Crew

Director F LY N N  V O N  K L E I S T 

Screenwriter J E R O E N  S C H O LT E N  VA N  A S C H A T

Producer T H E  R O G U E S  ( G U U S J E  VA N  D E U R E N ,  R I A N N E  P O O D T,  H A R M E N  K R E U L E N ) 

Executive producers Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G ,  R O M A N A  V R E D E 

Director of photography T I M  K E R B O S C H 

Production Design T I M  B A L K 

Costume Design  J O S I N E  I M M O O S  

Editor  F A T I H  T U R A 

Sound Design  R E G A R D  I B R A H I M 

Componist  T E R E N C E  D U N N  

With music by  N A O  F T .  6 L A C K  I f  Yo u  E v e r   R I N A  M U S H O N G A  N A R C I S C O   B O E F  M E M O R I E S  A F R O  B R O S S  &  K A L I B W OY  B U N  D E M

B A C K  T O  I N D E X



C L I C K  F O R  T H E  P L AY L I S T

B A C K  T O  I N D E X

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4cwvfjAr9SJnb96lVXgPMo?si=zY2WqjLxQ8qvlUJ8fIUI7A
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4cwvfjAr9SJnb96lVXgPMo?si=M4uyiCdBRGuWG_RCHda9Gg


Biographies and Interviews

M A I N  C A S T  A N D  C R E W

  J O E Y  Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G

  D A P H N E  R O M A N A  V R E D E

  R OY  D A N I Ë L  K O L F

D I R E C T O R  F LY N N  V O N  K L E I S T

P R O D U C E R  T H E  R O G U E S

 

B A C K  T O  I N D E X



Joey & Executive Producer    
Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G

B A C K



Biography Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G 

Y f e n d o  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  a c t i n g  i n  2 0 1 8  w h e n  h e  s t a r r e d  i n  t h e  s h o r t  f i l m  ' C r o w ' s  N e s t '  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t o r  F l y n n  v o n  K l e i s t .  H e 

h a d  g o t t e n  t o  k n o w  F l y n n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  w h e n  h e  w a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  d o c u m e n t a r y  ' B e c a u s e  m y  n a m e  i s  Y f e n d o ' .

' C r o w ' s  N e s t '  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  f e a t u r e  f i l m  ' I  D o n ' t  W a n n a  D a n c e '  w h i c h  w i l l  p r e m i e r e  a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  M o v i e s  T h a t  M a t t e r 

f i l m  f e s t i v a l .  T h e  f i l m  i s  a b o u t  1 5 - y e a r - o l d  J o e y  b u t  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  Y f e n d o ' s  o w n  s t o r y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g 

t h e  l e a d  a c t o r ,  h e  i s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  a s  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p r o d u c e r .  I n  b o t h  f i l m s ,  Y f e n d o  p l a y s  a l o n g s i d e  R o m a n a  V r e d e ,  w h o 

p l a y s  t h e  r o l e  o f  h i s  m o t h e r .

I n  2 0 2 0  h e  p l a y e d  i n  a  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r  t h e  d o n o r  r e g i s t r y  a n d  y o u  s a w  h i m  p a s s  b y  i n  t h e  w e b  s e r i e s  ' L o c k e d  O u t '  a l o n g s i d e 

B e n t e  F o k k e n s ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  I v o  v a n  A a r t .

A c t i n g  i s  a  n e w  l o v e  t h a t  h a s  g r o w n  o n  Y f e n d o ,  h i s  f i r s t  l o v e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  d a n c e .  H e  i s  a  s k i l l e d  f r e e s t y l e r  a n d  w i l l 

s t a r t  n e x t  y e a r  a t  a  r e n o w n e d  d a n c e  e d u c a t i o n  U r b a n  a t  t h e  R i j n  I J s s e l  i n  A r n h e m .  H i s  p l a n  i s  t o  t h e n  c o n t i n u e  o n  t o  a 

H B O  t h e a t e r  t r a i n i n g .
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I n t e r v i e w  Y F E N D O  VA N  P R A A G

" W h a t  m a k e s  I  D O N ' T  WA N N A  D A N C E  s o 

b e a u t i f u l  t o  m e  i s  t h a t  i t  p a i n t s  a  r e a l i s t i c 

p i c t u r e  b u t  h a s n ' t  b e c o m e  a  p u f f e d - u p 

t i s s u e  d r a m a .  A f t e r  a l l ,  i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  t h i n g s 

d o n ' t  a l w a y s  g o  o n l y  w e l l ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  a l w a y s 

g o  o n l y  b a d l y .  T h e  s t o r y  a l s o  c o n t a i n s 

b e a u t i f u l  a n d  l i g h t h e a r t e d  m o m e n t s .  T h a t 

d o e s n ' t  d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  h a r d  t r u t h .  I  d o n ' t 

m i n d  p e o p l e  w h o  d o n ' t  k n o w  m e  f o r m i n g  a n 

i m a g e  o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  o n  t h e  b a s i s 

o f  t h e  f i l m .  M y  o w n  p e o p l e  k n o w  m e ,  t h e y 

w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  d e f i n i n g  m o m e n t s  a n d 
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t h e y  k n o w  w h a t  I ' v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h .  A n d  e v e r y o n e  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  l i f e  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  g o  w e l l .  T h e  f i l m  h a s  a  p o s i t i v e 

m e s s a g e  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  s o m e o n e  e l s e  b e c a u s e  o t h e r s  w a n t  y o u  t o  b e .  Yo u  h a v e  t o  h a v e 

c o n f i d e n c e .  T h a t ' s  a  g o o d  m e s s a g e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .  T h e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  Y f e n d o  a n d  J o e y ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  I  p l a y ,  i s 

t h a t  h e  i s  m o r e  i n s e c u r e .  J o e y  h a s  t o  f i n d  h i s  w a y  m o r e ,  h e ' s  c o n s t a n t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 

A n o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  m y  p a s s i o n  f o r  d a n c i n g  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  J o e y ' s  -  i n  t h e  s t o r y  h e  i s  i n i t i a l l y  n o n c h a l a n t  a b o u t 

i t  a n d  o n l y  d o e s  i t  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  t o .  A  b i t  l a z y ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s .  " 

 

" I  s a w  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  l a s t  w e e k  d u r i n g  a  s p e c i a l  s c r e e n i n g  a t  E Y E .  T h e  w h o l e  r o o m  f o r  m y  f a t h e r  a n d  m e  a l o n e !  T h a t 

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a d  s e e n  t h e  f o o t a g e  a g a i n ,  b e c a u s e  F l y n n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i d n ' t  l e t  m e  w a t c h  a n y  o f  t h e  f o o t a g e  b a c k 

d u r i n g  t h e  s h o o t .  H e  a l s o  d i d  t h a t  f o r  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n .  We  w e r e  o n l y  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h i s  f i l m  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  f r i e n d s , 

o t h e r w i s e  i t  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  t u r n e d  o u t  s o  b e a u t i f u l .  I  h a d  t o  w a i t  a  l o n g  t i m e  f o r  i t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  s h o t  i t  s o m e  t i m e 

a g o  a n d  I  a m  n o w  1 7 .  I t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  n i c e  t o  l o o k  a t  a  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  i n  m y  l i f e  w i t h  s o m e  d i s t a n c e ,  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s 

r e a l  p r e s s u r e .  I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  m a k i n g  t h e  f i l m  i t s e l f  w a s  r e a l l y  a  l i f e  c h a n g i n g  p r o c e s s .  R o m a n a  t a u g h t  m e  t o  b e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l .  S h e  c o u l d  b e  s t r i c t  a n d  f i r m ,  b u t  s h e  w a s  a l s o  r i g h t :  m a k i n g  a  f i l m  i s  n o t  a  h o b b y ,  i t ' s  w o r k .   I  a m  s u p e r 

h a p p y  w i t h  h o w  t h e  f i l m  t u r n e d  o u t .  A t  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  I  w a s  s p e e c h l e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  h a p p e n  t o  m e  v e r y 

o f t e n .  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  v e r y  s p e c i a l  t o  g e t  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  y o u r  f i r s t  f i l m  a n d  I  t r y  t o  s t a y  c a l m  a b o u t  t h a t .  I  c a n ' t 

w a i t  t o  h e a r  w h a t  t h e  w o r l d  t h i n k s  o f  i t .  A n d  m y  m o t h e r ?  I  h a v e  s i n c e  w a t c h e d  t h e  m o v i e  w i t h  h e r  i n  L a b 1 1 1 ,  a l o n g 
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w i t h  F l y n n .  I t  w a s  p r e t t y  t o u g h ,  b u t  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  m e  a n d  t h a t  w a s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e .  S h e  s a i d  s h e  i s  p r o u d  o f 

m e  a n d  I  a m  v e r y  h a p p y  t h a t  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  w a t c h  i t  t o g e t h e r.  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t e l l  o u r  s t o r y  a n d 

i t  c a n  h e l p  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . " 

 

" Yo u  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  I  h a v e  f u l f i l l e d  m y  d r e a m .  B u t  I ' v e  o n l y  j u s t  s t a r t e d ,  i t  c a n  s t i l l  g o  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n .  R a p p i n g , 

d a n c i n g  o r  a c t i n g  -  w h y  s h o u l d  I  c h o o s e ?  I  w a n t  i t  a l l !  B u t  m y  f i r s t  g o a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c h i e v e d :  t o  g e t  a  s t a g e  a n d 

a  r o l e  t h a t  i s  m o t i v a t i o n a l .  A n d  m o s t  o f  a l l  I  w a n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b e  m y s e l f ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  n e x t . "  
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Daphne & Executive Producer  
R O M A M A  V R E D E
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B i o g r a p h y  R O M A M A  V R E D E   

Romana Vrede moved with her fami ly  f rom Sur iname to the Nether lands when she was four years o ld.  After  her ch i ldhood and an 

introduct ion to the arts,  she went to the Arnhemse Tonee lschoo l ,  where she graduated as an actress in  1999. She then p layed for  years at 

the Onafhanke l i j k  Tonee l ,  Compagnie Dakar,  Bogaerdt/VanderSchoot,  Bonheur,  Artemis and the Noord Neder lands Tonee l .  In  2016 she made 

the per formance 'Who 's Afra id o f  Char l ie  Stevens '  about her menta l l y  impaired and aut ist ic  son.  Vrede p layed in  severa l  TV ser ies such as 

'Overspel ' ,  'Nieuwe Buren ' ,  'Moordvrouw '  and 'Morten ' ,  but  a lso in  feature f i lms such as 'TBS ' ,  'De Eetc lub '  and 'Oom Henk ' . 

S ince 2017 she has been part  o f  Het Nat iona le Theater (HNT).  With Er ic  de Vroedt she worked on 'The Nat ion ' ,  where she was nominated 

for  a Co lombina in  2018, and on Race for  which she rece ived the Theo d 'Or for  Best Female Support ing Role in  2017, among others. 

In  recent years,  Romana cou ld a lso be seen on te lev is ion as a s idek ick  in  'De Wereld Draa i t  Door ' ,  'De Vloer Op '  and ep isodes about her 

were made by 'Vol le  Za len '  and 'Zomergasten ' .   At  the Nat iona l  Theater she cou ld be seen in  the HNT performances 'We z i jn  h ier  voor 

Robbie ' ,  'Lie fdesverk lar ing '  and 'Onze Straat ' .  She can be seen th is  year in  the f i lm 'Chronos '  and she p lays a lead ro le  in  the feature f i lm 

' I  Don ' t  Wanna Dance ' .  She re leased her book 'De Nobele Aut ist '  in  2020, which is  about her re lat ionsh ip with her aut ist ic  and menta l l y 

cha l lenged son Char l ie .  She is  current ly  work ing on the mult i -media narrat ive 'Ti jd  Za l  Ons Leren '  in  TV,  theater,  podcast and ta lk  show 

form, out l in ing the unknown, near- forgotten and hushed stor ies o f  res istance f ighters dur ing our co lon ia l  era.
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I n t e r v i e w  R O M A M A  V R E D E 

" I  D O N ' T  WA N N A  D A N C E  t e l l s  a  r e a l l y 

p e r s o n a l  s t o r y  t h a t  f l o w e d  f r o m  a 

d o c u m e n t a r y  a n d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n 

Y f e n d o  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t o r.  I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t , 

I  a m  a n  o u t s i d e r  w h o  w a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e 

p r o j e c t  f r o m  m y  p r o f e s s i o n  a s  a n  a c t o r.  I ' l l 

b e  p e r f e c t l y  h o n e s t :  n o r m a l l y  I 'm  n o t  s o 

k e e n  o n  ' b a s e d  o n  a  t r u e  s t o r y ' ;  t h a t  k i n d 

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  g e t  i n  m y  w a y 

a s  a  v i e w e r.  B u t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i t  h a s  b e c o m e 

a  b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y .  F i c t i o n .  W h e n  I  w a t c h  a 

m o v i e ,  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  s e e  r e a l  l i f e ,  I  w a n t 

t o  s e e  a  w o r k  o f  a r t .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I 

D O N ' T  WA N N A  D A N C E  h a s  r e a l l y  b e c o m e . 

O f  c o u r s e  w i t h  d i r e c t  r o o t s  i n  p e r s o n a l 
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h i s t o r y .  I  d r a w  f r o m  t h a t  i n  m y  o w n  w o r k  a s  w e l l .  I  w r o t e  a  b o o k  a n d  m a d e  a  p l a y  a b o u t  m y  s o n  w i t h  a u t i s m ,  n o w  I 'm 

w o r k i n g  o n  a  p r o j e c t  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s l a v e r y .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  a r t .  I t ' s  n o t 

t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  t u r n  i t  i n t o  t h e r a p y .  W i t h  I  D O N ' T  WA N N A  D A N C E ,  t h e  a c t i n g ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  i m a g e r y ,  a n d  t h a t  l o v e l y 

l i g h t  m a k e s  t h e  s t o r y  i n  a l l  i t s  f i e r c e n e s s  n o t  s c a r e  y o u  o f f  a f t e r  a l l .  I  w a s  a l s o  s t r u c k  b y  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  t h e  c a m e r a 

d i r e c t i o n  i s :  t h e  c a m e r a  i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  Y f e n d o  i s  p l a y i n g .  T h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  t h e  c h i l d ;  t h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w 

d r a w s  y o u  i n  a s  a  v i e w e r,  b u t  a l s o  c r e a t e s  a  s a f e  d i s t a n c e . " 

 

 

" I  a l r e a d y  p l a y e d  t h e  m o t h e r  r o l e  i n  K R A A I E N E S T,  t h e  s h o r t  f o r  I  D O N ' T  WA N N A  D A N C E .  W h e n  w e  s h o t  t h e  s h o r t ,  w e 

a l r e a d y  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  f e a t u r e  f i l m  w a s  c o m i n g .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  w a s  a l s o  a  g r e a t  w a y  f o r  Y f e n d o  a n d  m e  t o  g e t  a  f e e l 

f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  a c t o r s ,  t o  t r y  t h i n g s  o u t .  T h e r e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  Wo r k i n g  w i t h  a 

c o u n t e r p a r t  w h o  h a s  n o  a c t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e q u i r e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h .  S o m e t i m e s  y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  m o r e  c a r e f u l , 

w h i l e  o t h e r  t i m e s  y o u  h a v e  t o  g i v e  t w o  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  t o  g e t  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l .  Y f e n d o  i s  a  n a t u r a l 

w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t e x t s ,  a n d  a s  a  d a n c e r  h e  c a n  u s e  h i s  r h y t h m  a n d  m u s i c a l i t y  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e . 

B e c a u s e  i t  i s  h i s  s t o r y ,  h e  i s  a l s o  c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  s c e n a r i o  a n d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h a t  a l s o 

a p p l i e s  t o  m e ,  w h i c h  i s  w h y  w e  b o t h  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  c r e d i t s  a s  e x e c u t i v e  p r o d u c e r s .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  I  a m  v e r y  h a p p y 

t o  h a v e  s u c h  a  b i g  r o l e .  To g e t h e r  w i t h  H E T  H I E R N A M A A L S  b y  W i l l e m  B o s c h ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  b i g  r o l e  i n  a  f i l m  i n  a 
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r o w .  I t ' s  n o t  a s  i f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l i k e  t h i s  a r e  e a s y  t o  c o m e  b y  i n  t h e  f i l m  w o r l d .  A n y w a y ,  n o t  t h a t  m a n y  f i l m s  a r e  m a d e 

i n  o u r  a r e a  s t a r r i n g  a  b l a c k  w o m a n  a n d  b l a c k  b o y . " 

 

" W h a t  I  l e a r n e d  f r o m  Y f e n d o ?  T h a t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  i t ,  h e  c a n  r e a l l y  s w i t c h  g e a r s  a n d 

f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  w h e n  t h e  m o m e n t  d e m a n d s  i t .  I ' v e  b e e n  a c t i n g  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  b u t  h e  m a d e  m e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a c t i n g  i s 

a l s o  -  o r  m a y b e  e s p e c i a l l y  -  a  m a t t e r  o f  h a v i n g  g u t s .  D o n ' t  w h i n e ,  b u t  d o  i t .  W h e t h e r  a n  a c t i n g  c a r e e r  a w a i t s  h i m ?  I 

t h i n k  d a n c i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  h i m  h a p p i e s t ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a s  t o  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  t r a d e s .  H e ' s 

o n l y  1 7 ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  h a v i n g  g r a n d i o s e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  h a  h a .  B u t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  h i m :  y o u 

m i g h t  e x p e c t  a  w a l k i n g  c h i l d h o o d  t r a u m a ,  b u t  h e  i s  v e r y  c h e e r f u l  a n d  t r i e s  t o  m a k e  e v e r y o n e  h a p p y .  H e ' s  q u i t e  c h a t t y , 

b u t  h e ' s  r e a l l y  a  v e r y  s w e e t  g u y . " 
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D A N I Ë L  K O L F
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B i o g r a p h y  D A N I Ë L  K O L F 

Danië l  was born in  Sur iname where he started at  an ear ly  age with the youth theater schoo l .  So both as an actor and spoken 

word art ist  he was on stage a lot  in  h is  younger years.  In  2016 he emigrated to the Nether lands to study at  the Artez Theater 

Schoo l  in  Arnhem and in  2018 he switched to Amsterdamse Tonee l  en K le inkunst Academie.  In  recent years,  Danië l  cou ld be seen 

in  'Mocro Maf f ia ' ,  'De Slet  van 6VWO '  and in  the f i lms 'Hitte '  and 'From Street With Love ' ,  among others.  On stage he per formed 

in  the Bi j lmer Theater,  with Tonee lgroep Orkater in  'Gl iphoeve ' ,  Theater Utrecht in  'Quake '  and at  De Parade.  He became known 

to the genera l  pub l ic  with h is  ro le  in  'De L ib i '  and then p layed in  ser ies such as 'Nieuw Zeer ' ,  'Lieve Mama '  and 'Edel f igurant ' . 

Th is  year he can be seen in  major ro les in  the ser ies 'Fol low the Soa '  and the feature f i lms 'Forever Rich '  by  Shady E l  Hamus and 

' I  Don ' t  Wanna Dance ' .
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Biography Director  F LY N N  V O N  K L E I S T
F l y n n  v o n  K l e i s t  w a s  b o r n  i n  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  g r e w  u p  i n  We s t  C o r k ,  I r e l a n d .  I n  2 0 0 9  h e  g r a d u a t e d  a s 

a  d i r e c t o r  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i l m  S c h o o l  o f  I r e l a n d .  T h a t  s a m e  y e a r  h e  m o v e d  b a c k  t o  A m s t e r d a m , 

w h e r e  h e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  F i l m  A c a d e m y  i n  2 0 1 3  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  F i c t i o n  D i r e c t i o n .  H i s  g r a d u a t i o n 

f i l m  L i q u i d  S t e e l  w a s  s c r e e n e d  a t  m a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l s  a n d  w o n  a w a r d s  i n  S e o u l ,  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g 

a n d  O b e r h a u s e n ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .

S i n c e  g r a d u a t i n g ,  F l y n n  h a s  d i r e c t e d  t h e  s h o r t  f i l m s  E m p t y  ( K O R T ! .  1 0 ' ) ,  P a t a g o n i a  ( O n e  N i g h t  S t a n d , 

4 5 ' )  a n d  C r o w ' s  N e s t  ( 1 2 ' ) .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  C r o w ' s  N e s t  w o n  t h e  a w a r d  f o r  B e s t  D u t c h  F i l m  a t 

t h e  O s c a r  Q u a l i f y i n g  G o  S h o r t  F e s t i v a l  i n  N i j m e g e n  a n d  c a s h e d  i n  o n  t h r e e  o f  i t s  s i x  n o m i n a t i o n s  a t 

S h o r t c u t z  2 0 2 0  ( B e s t  D i r e c t o r,  B e s t  A c t o r  a n d  B e s t  C i n e m a t o g r a p h y )  .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i c t i o n  f i l m s , 

F l y n n  m a d e  a  s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  c a l l e d  F u t u r i t y ,  a b o u t  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p 

w i t h  m u s i c .  F r o m  t h e  l o n g e s t  p a r t ,  B e c a u s e  m y  n a m e  i s  Y f e n d o  ( 4 0 ' ) ,  a  f i l m  p l a n  f o r  F l y n n ' s  f i r s t 

f e a t u r e  f i l m  e m e r g e d ,  w h i c h  h e  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  s c r e e n w r i t e r  J e r o e n  S c h o l t e n  v a n  A s c h a t  i n t o  t h e 

s c r e e n p l a y  f o r  h i s  d e b u t  f e a t u r e  I  D o n ' t  Wa n n a  D a n c e . 

C u r r e n t l y ,  F l y n n  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c e r  To p k a p i  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  s e r i e s  T h e 

P s y c h o l o g y  o f  C o n  A r t i s t s  a n d  T h e  S n o w m a n .  H e  i s  a l s o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c e r  T h e  R o g u e s  a n d 

s c r e e n w r i t e r  M a t t h i j s  B o c k t i n g  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e  f i l m  Wo o d . 
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I n t e r v i e w  F LY N N  V O N  K L E I S T
" T h e  s t o r y  i s  s e t  i n  A m s t e r d a m - N o o r d ,  Y f e n d o ' s  h o m e  b a s e .  I t ' s  n o t  u n f a m i l i a r  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  m e ;  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  l i v e d 

t h e r e  s o  I  a l w a y s  v i s i t e d  a s  a  c h i l d  a n d  m y  f a t h e r  w a s  b o r n  t h e r e .  T h e  s p e c i a l  t h i n g  a b o u t  I  D O N T  WA N N A  D A N C E  i s 

t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  p e r s o n a l  f i l m  -  f o r  Y f e n d o ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  m e .  B e c a u s e  I  r e c o g n i z e  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  p a i n f u l  e m o t i o n s  t h a t 

c a n  b e  c a u s e d  b y  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  " b r o k e n "  i n  s o m e  w a y .  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f i l m  l e s s o n  f o r  m e  i s :  w r i t e  a b o u t  w h a t 

y o u  k n o w .  I  s a w  p a r a l l e l s  i n  h o w  Y f e n d o  d e a l s  w i t h  t h a t ,  a n d  h o w  I  h a d  t o  d o  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h a t  m a k e s  t h e  s t o r y , 

h o w e v e r  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h a t  o n e  f a m i l y ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  v e r y  u n i v e r s a l :  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s ,  p e r h a p s  m i l l i o n s  o f 

p e o p l e  c a n  i d e n t i f y  w i t h . "  

" Ye a r s  a g o ,  Y f e n d o  c r o s s e d  m y  p a t h  a s  r e s e a r c h  f o r  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  t h a t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  p o w e r  o f  m u s i c 

o n  c h i l d r e n .  Y f e n d o  w a s  t w e l v e  a n d  p l a y e d  t h e  c l a r i n e t .  B u t  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  q u i c k l y 

t u r n e d  t o  h i s  s p e c i a l  h o m e  s i t u a t i o n .  H e  h a d  j u s t  m o v e d  b a c k  i n t o  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  p l a c e  a f t e r  b e i n g  p l a c e d  o u t  o f  h o m e 

f o r  a  w h i l e .  T h i s  s h i f t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y ,  a n d  h e  b e c a m e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  f i l m .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  m i s s e d 

w h i l e  s h o o t i n g  i t  w a s  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m o t h e r  a n d  s o n .  O n  t h e  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  d a y  o f  s h o o t i n g ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o 

h a v e  t h a t  s c e n e  p l a y e d  a s  a  t e s t .  A n d  t h e n  w h e n  I  s a w  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  f i l m  i n  t h e  e d i t i n g  r o o m ,  I  k n e w :  t h e r e ' s  a  f e a t u r e 

f i l m  i n  h e r e .  T h e  d r e a m  w a s  b o r n  t h e r e  a n d  t h e n . " 
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F o r  t h e  f e a t u r e  f i l m ,  I  w a n t e d  a  c l a s s i c 

n a r r a t i v e .  I t ' s  a  f i c t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  i s  w h y 

Y f e n d o  p l a y s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  J o e y ,  b u t  i t  i s 

c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  r e a l  l i f e 

p r o v i d e d  u s .  F o r  m e ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n 

f i c t i o n  a n d  d o c u m e n t a r y  i s  n o t  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l . 

M a n y  e v e n t s  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d ,  o r  c o u l d  h a v e 

r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  g i v e 

t h e  v i e w e r  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  F o r  t h e 

d e s i g n  o f  t h e  f i l m ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  c o l o r,  w e  w e r e 

i n s p i r e d  b y  P r e c i o u s  a n d  M o o n l i g h t ,  b u t  a l s o  b y 

t h e  B i l l  D o u g l a s  t r i l o g y  a b o u t  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  i n 

p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  S c o t l a n d  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s .  W h a t 

d o  t h o s e  f i l m s  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  o u r s ?  T h e 

b e a u t y  y o u  c a n  d i s c o v e r  a n d  s h o w  w i t h i n  t h e 

' u g l i n e s s ' . "  
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Producer  T H E  R O G U E S
S i n c e  e a r l y  2 0 1 5 ,  G U U S J E  VA N  D E U R E N  a n d  R I A N N E  P O O D T  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c i n g  f i l m  a n d  m u s i c a l  t h e a t e r  p r o j e c t s  f r o m  T H E 

R O G U E S .  T h e  n a m e  T h e  R o g u e s  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  f a m o u s  s t o r y  o f  R o b i n  H o o d  a n d  r e f e r s  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n :  t o  r e a l i z e ,  i n  e v e r -

c h a n g i n g  a n d  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  i n d e p e n d e n t  m a k e r s ,  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  f o c u s  t h e  l a m p  d i f f e r e n t l y  o n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s .  T h e 

R o g u e s  a l w a y s  w a n t  t o  o p e r a t e  a s  a  g r o u p ,  m a k e  t h e  m a k e r s  v i s i b l e  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y  b r i n g  i m p o r t a n t ,  h i d d e n  s t o r i e s  i n t o  t h e 

l i m e l i g h t .  A f t e r  n u m e r o u s  s h o r t  f i l m s ,  t w o  m u s i c a l  t h e a t e r  p i e c e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  d e b u t  f i l m  D e  L i b i  ( S h a d y  E l - H a m u s ) ,  T h e  R o g u e s 

w i l l  r e l e a s e  a  s e c o n d  f e a t u r e  f i l m ,  I  D o n ' t  Wa n n a  D a n c e  ( F l y n n  v o n  K l e i s t ) ,  i n  2 0 2 1 . 

" I  D o n ' t  Wa n n a  D a n c e  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t ,  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  T h e  R o g u e s  f i l m  f o r  u s ,  b e c a u s e  a  v e r y  r e l e v a n t  s t o r y  i s  t o l d  f r o m  a 

s p e c i a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  We  a r e  d r a w n  t o  s t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  l a r g e l y  b o r n  o f  r e a l i t y ,  s t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  l i v e d .  F i l m s  t h a t  e m p o w e r  t h e 

c r e a t o r s ,  t h a t  c r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  a g e n c y .  I  D o n ' t  Wa n n a  D a n c e  c a r r i e s  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  To g e t h e r  w i t h 

w r i t e r  J e r o e n  v a n  A s c h a t  a n d  d i r e c t o r  F l y n n  v o n  K l e i s t ,  l e a d i n g  a c t o r  Y f e n d o  v a n  P r a a g  h a s  t r a n s l a t e d  h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  l i f e  s t o r y 

t o  f i l m .  B y  p l a y i n g  t h e  l e a d  r o l e  h i m s e l f ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  h i s  s t r o n g  c o - s t a r  R o m a n a  V r e d e ,  Y f e n d o  a l l o w s  h i s  a u d i e n c e  a  d i r e c t  l o o k 

i n t o  t h e  d a r k e s t ,  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  m o m e n t s  o f  h i s  y o u n g  l i f e .  T h a n k s  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  c a m e r a m a n  Ti m  K e r b o s c h ,  p r o d u c t i o n 

d e s i g n e r  T i m  B a l k ,  e d i t o r  F a t i h  Tu r a  a n d  s o u n d  d e s i g n e r / m u s i c  s u p e r v i s o r  R e g a r d  I b r a h i m ,  t h i s  h a s  l e d  t o  a n  i m p r e s s i v e ,  t r u e 

l o o k  a t  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  g r o w  u p  i n  a n  u n s t a b l e  f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n .  W h a t  w e  a r e  m o s t  p r o u d  o f  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i l m  e n d s  i n  h o p e .  W i t h 

I  D o n ' t  Wa n n a  D a n c e ,  Y f e n d o  s h o w s  h i s  e n o r m o u s  t a l e n t ,  f r o m  w h i c h  e m e r g e s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  s h a p e  h i s  o w n  l i f e . "

B A C K



Main Stills

I  D O N ’ T  WA N N A  D A N C E

B A C K  T O  I N D E X
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